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Ms. Kristjanson:

Amnesty lnternational Canada and other
MPCC 2007-006, 2008-024 and 2008-042
BGCLA's motion on funding

I am writing in response to the motion filed by the British Columbia
Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA) for a recommendation from the Commission
that my client fund the BCCLA. This complainant wishes the Government to pay
for full-time attendance of its counsel at the hearings into the captioned
complaints, presently scheduled to begin on February 17,2009.

My client will consider the recommendation of the Commission, if the
Commission decides to make one. Should that be the case, it would be of
assistance if the Commission articulated why, in its opinion, funding this
complainant would be in the public interest when:

. Part lV of the National Defence Acf assigns to the Commission the
responsibility of investigating lawful complaints, not to complainants.

o The Rules of Procedure for Hearings before the Military Police Complaints
Commissionl and the Afghanistan Public lnterest Hearings Rules entrust to
Commission counsel a predominant role in the hearing process.

o The Commission is staffed to conduct the hearings. In fact, the Government
has acceded to the request made by the Commission for approximately
$4 000 000 in additional funding for that purpose.
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I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

P. Champ
W. Carroll


